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PREAMBLE

This Agreement, dated , between THE

COUNTY OF MERCER, a body politic of the State of New Jersey, Samuel J. Plumeri, Jr.,
Sheriff, hereinafter referred to as the "Employer”, and P.B.A. LOCAL 187, hereinafter
referred to as the "Union”.

WHEREAS, the County has voluntarily endorsed the practices and procedure
of collective bargaining as a fair and orderly way of conducting its relations with its
employees, insofar as such practices and procedures are appropr_i'ate to the functions and
obligations of the County to retain the right to effectively opr-:rate in a responsible and
efficient manner and are consonant with the paramount interests of the County and its
citizens; and

WHEREAS, the parties recognize that this Agreement is not intended
modify any of the discretionary authority vested in the County and/or Sheriff by the
statutes of the State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, it is the intention of this Agreement to provide, where not
otherwise mandated by statute or ordinance, for the salary structure, fringe benefits, and
employment conditions of employees covered by this Agreement, to prevent interruptions
of work and_ interference with the efficient operations of the County and to provide an
orderiy and prompt method for handling and processing grievances;

WHEREAS, the Empioyer and the Union entered into an Agreement on

, 1984 which Agreement was approved by the Board of Chosen

Freeholders of the County of Mercer.

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree with each ather as follows:
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1. RECOGNITION

The Employer recognizes the Union as the sole and/or exclusive bargaining
agent for the purpose of establishing salaries, wages, hours, and other conditions of
employment for all of its employees in the classifications of employment for 2ll of its
employees in the classifications listed under Appendix A hereto, and by reference made

a part of this Agreement, and for such additional classification as the parties may later

agree to include. _-




2, NIQN SECURITY

2.1 Upon receipt of a fully executed written authorization from an employee, the
Employer agrees ta deduct the reguiar union dues of such an employee from his pay and
remit such deduction by the tenth (10th} day of the succeeding month to the cfficial
designated by the Union in writing to receive such exact amount of such regular
membership dues to be deducted. Such deductions shall be made in compliance with
"Title 52 of the Revised Statutes™ as amended. The authorization shall remain in effect
uniess terminated by the employee who must give written notice of such cancellation
(notice of withdrawal) to the Empioyer and the Union. Such termination of dues
deductions will take place as of the January 1st or July 1st next succeeding the date on
which written notice of withdrawsai is filed by an empioyee with the Employer and the
Union.

2.2 The Union agrees to indemnity and hold the Employer harmless against any
and all claims, suits, orders of judgement brougnt or issued against the Employer as a

result of any action by the Employer under the provisions of this Article.




3. WOR HEDULE

3.1 The reqular work shifts will be determined by the Employer on January 1 of
each year. The Employer reserves the right to adjust- work schedules and/or work shifts
upon reasonable notice to the employee. Work shifts shall consist of thirty-five (35)
hours per week, or seven {7) hours per day, excluding lunch.

3.2 Except in unforeseeable emergencies, all employees shall receive their

respective lunch hour within one (1) hour of the mid point of their respective shifts.




4, QVERTIME

4.1 Time and one-half the employee’s regular rate of pay shall be paid for work
under any of the following conditions, but compensation shall not be paid twice for the

same hours:

a. All work performed in excess of thiny-five (35)
hours in any work week.

b. All work performed on Saturdays and Sundays

C. All work performed on authorized holidays plus
the regular day’s pay.

4.2 Double time the employee’s regular rate of pay shall be paid for any work
in 2xcess of sixteen {16) hours in any twenty-four (24} hour period.

4.3 Authorized sick days, vacation days, personal days, or any other authorized
Leave of Absence with pay are considered work days for the purpose of computation of
overtime payments.

4.4 Overtime opportunities will be distributed as equally as possible among
employees in the same job classification and department. [t is understood that nothing
in this clause shall require payment for overtime hours not worked.

4.5 Whenever possible overtime opportunities shall be made equally avaitabie o
all bargaining unit members. Tha PBA shall be permitted to review the overtime
distribution records on a quarterly basis. | 7

4.6 Provision of meals for employees working overtime through regularly

scheduied meal time with the stipulation that the employee has worked four (4) hours




overtime, or if the employee is called in on an emergency basis before his starting time
and works through the regular meal hour at the rate of $5.50, $7.50, or $14.00 for
breakfast, lunch or dinner respectively. On those occasions when an employee is
assigned out of the County on a matter that requires his remaining outside of the County
during lunch time, he shall be reimbursed for lunch costs up to $7.50.

4.7 QOn those occasions when an employee is assigned out of the County on a
matter that requires his remaining for more than one day, he/she shall be allowed
expenses for lodging and food as per existing policy. -

4.8 Overtime pay shall be computed on the basis of the employee’s base pay
divided by 1827 hours. Wherever practical, overtime shall be paid the pay period next
following the reporting of the overtime worked.

4.9 In the event that an employee is absent from duty without pay or absent
from duty on sick leave with pay, said empioyee shall not be eligible to work an overtime

assignment untii such time as he/she has returned to work and worked a minimum of one

reguiarly scheduled shift.




5. PAY SCALES RATES QF PA

5.1 The rates of pay for all employees covered by this Agreement shall be as set
forth in Appendix A annexed.

5.2 During the term of this Agreement, the compensation schedule will not be
changed unless by mutual consent of the Employer and the Union.

5.3 The salary package for calendar years 1994 and 1995 shall be as set forth

at Appendix A annexed. -

—_

5.4. There shall be established a rank differential on the pay scale of 8% at the
rank of sergeant effec;ive January 1, 1994. Effective January 1, 1985 the rank
differential for sergeant shall be 10% over the maximum step of Sheriff’s officer.

5.5 Those Sheriff's Officers functioning in the capacity of Senior Officer shall
receive the annual sum of $500 over and above their base salaries. Those Sheriff’s
Ctlicers designated as Detectives or Process Servers and only while they continue to
serve as Detectives or Process Servers shall receive the annual sum of $600 over and
above their base salaries.

5.6 Any officer who performs work in the capacity of Sheriff’s Qificer Sergeant
shail receive the higher rate of pay for such work for the time it is performed. Those
officers designated as Acting Sheriff’'s Qfficer Sergeants shall receive the Sheriff’s officer
Sergeant rate of pay.

5.7 Sheriff’s Officers having completed ten (10) years continuous County law

enforcement service shall receive an annual Three Hundred Twenty-Five ($325.00} dollar



stipend. Effective January 1, 1995 said annual stipend shall increase to Four Hundred
($400.00) Dollars. The stipend shall not count as earnings in the calculation of overtime
payments. Payments shall be made on a prorated basis with each salary check.

5.8 Sheriff's officers having completed fifteen (15) years of continuous County
law enforcement service shall receive an annual five hundred Seventy-Five [$575.00)
doller stipend. Effective January 1, 1995 said annual stipend shall be Six Hundred Fifty
{$650.00) Dollars. The stipend shall not count as earnings in the calculation of overtime

payments. Payments shail be made on a prorated basis with each salary check.



6. CALL-IN-TIME

G.1 Any empioyee who is requested and returns to work during periods other
than his regularly scheduled shift shall be paid time‘-and-one~haif for such work and is
guaranteed not less that four {4) hours pay at the overtime rate; provided, however, if
the employee elects to leave upon completion of the work assignment and such
assignment requires two (2} hours or less, said employee will be paid 8 minimum of two
{2) hours at the overtime rate. -

If the assignment exceeds two (2) hours, the employee shall be entitles to
the guaranteed four (4) hours nay at the overtime rate.

When an empioyee’s call-in time work assignment and his regutar shift
overlap, said employee shall not be paid two {2} hours overtime in addition to his regular
day’s pay but shall be paid in the following manner:

a. Time and one-half the employee’s regular hourly rate of pay for the
first two (2) hours worked.

b. For the balance of the employee’s regulariy scheduled shift, he shall
be compensated at his regular hourly straight time rate of pay.



7. INSURANCE AND RETIREMENT BENEFITS

7.1 The County agrees to provide eligible employees and their eligible
dependents with Hospitalization, Medical and Major Medical Insurance through the New
Jersey State Health Benefits Program or to provide identical or better health benefits
coverage through a self-insurance program or independent insurance carrier. The
premium costs for said programs shall be fully paid by the county except that in the
election of the Health Maintenance Organization Medigroup_Progcgm, an eligible employee
shall continue to be re'quired to pay, through payroli deductions, the difference in cost,
if any, between standard Hospitai/Medical coverage and HMO coverage.

The County agrees that in the event they elect to withdraw from tne New
Jersey State Health Benefits Program that any plan changes zaffecting the current level
of benefits (i.e. the imposition of caps or increased deductions) shall be negotiated with
the union prior to implementzation.

Effective January 1, 1994 there shall be a co-payment provision for heaith
benefits for active employees with the following provisions:

a. The maximum deduction shail be ten {$10.00) dollars per bi-
weekly pay check.

b.  The employer shall notdeduct a co-paymentas provided above
in more tnan 24 pays per year.

c. Retiree health coverage is not affected by the co-payment
provision.
7.2 The Employer agress to provide retirement benefits in accordance with

o
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7.3 On those occasions when an employee is required to use a regularly
scheduled airline in the perfarmance of his duties, the Employer shall provide flight
insurance in the amount of $100,000.

7.4 The County agrees to provide a Prescription Drug Program to eligible
employees and their eligible dependents; the premium costs for said program to be paid
by the County. Further, for the purpose of this Pr_ogram, eligible employees shall be
defined as all full time permanent employees only. The prescription co-payment shall be
Two ($2.00) Dollars for generic drugs and Five ($5.00) for brand name drugs.

7.5 The employer agrees to provide for the payment of accumulated unused sick
leave at the time of retirement of an eligible County empioyee in accordance with the
provisions established by Resolution Number 86-580, adopted December 8, 1986.
Employees covered by this Agreement shall have a sick l[eave maximum at retirement of
$18,000 effective January 1, 1934.

7.6 The employer agrees to supply to the Union copies of all existing or future
liability or other insurance policies Which affect said employees.

7.7 The County agrees to provide a Dental Insurance Pragram 1o eiigibie
employees and their dependents; the premium costs for said program to be paid by the
County. Further, for the purposes of this program, eiigible newiy hired empioyees shall

be defined as all full time parmanent employees only.
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8. PAID LEAVES QF ABSENCE

8.1 Bereavement Davs. In the event of the death of a member of the immediate
family of any employee covered by this Agreement, the immediate family being mother,
father, sister, brother, spouse, child, mother-in-law, father-in-law, or any relative living
in the household of the employee, said employee shall be excused for a period not o
exceed five (5) consecutive days for bereavement purposes, commencing the day of
death or day after date of death. In the event of the death of adgrandparent or grandchild
not living in the household of the employee, said empioyee shall be excused for a period
rnot to exceed one (1) day. The employee will be paid his regular hourly rate of any such
days of excused absence which occur during his normal work week, but in no event no
more than seven {7) hours pay for one day.

8.2 Union Business Davs. An employee who is duly authorized in writing to be
a representative of the Union shall be granted a leave of absence with pay for the time
necessary to conduct Union business.

8.3 Qccupational Iniury Leave. Any employee who is disabled due to an

occupational injury or iliness shall be granted a leave of absence with full pay for the
period of time the employee is disabled. Such disabiiity is 10 be determined by the
County physician. Said leave of absence shail be iimited 10 a maximum of one year from
the date of injury or until temporary disability payment would nave terminated wnichever
is sooner. Mew Jersey Workers Compensation Law shall apply if the disability continues

beyond one year.

12



Employees returning from authorized leaves will be restored to their original
classification and shift at the then appropriate rate of pay with no loss of seniority or
other rights or benefits.

8.4 Sick lLeave., All full-time permanent, full-time temporary or full-time
praovisional employees shall be entitled to sick leave with pay.

a. Sick leave may be utilized by employees when they are unable to
perform their work by reascen of personal illness, maternity, accident, or exposure to
contagious disease. Sick leave may also be utilized for short pge_[iods for the attendance
by the employee upon a member of the immediate family who is seriously ill. Sick leave
may be taken in one-half day units.

b. The minimum sick leave with pay shall accrue fo any full-tima
nermanent employee on the basis of one working day per month during the remainder of
the first calendar year of employment after initial appointment and fifteen {15) working
days in every calendar year thereafter, said fifteen (15} days to be credited effective
January 1 of each succeeding year.

c. The minimum sick leave with ocat shall accrue to any full-time
temporary, full-time provisionsl, or full-time JTPA employee at the rate if one werking day
per month as earned.

d. Any amount of sick leave allowance not used in any caiendar year
shall accumulate to the empioyee’s credit from year to vear 10 be used if and when
needed for such purpose.

e. An empioyee shall not be reimbursed for accrued sick leave at the

13



time of termination of his employment excepting as provided under Article entitled,

"Insurance and Retirement Benefits”, Paragraph 7.5

f. If an employee is absent for reasons that entitled him to sick leave,
the empioyee’s supervisor shall be notified prior to the employee’s starting time or
conformance with department regulations.

(1) The Empioyer may require proof of iliness of an employee on
sick leave, whenever such requirements appear reasonable. Abuse of sick leave shall be
cause for disciplinary action. -

(2) In case of leave of absence due to exposure to contagious
disease, a certificate from the Department of Health shall be required.

{3) The Employer may require an emeloyee who has been absent
because of personal iilness, as a condition of his return 10 duty, to he examined at the
expense of the Employer of the County Mediczal Examiner or by 2 physician designated
by the Medical Examiner. Such examination shall establish whether the employee is
capable of performing his normal duties without limitation and that his return will not
jeopardize the health of other employees.

(4) All employees who have been absent from work for personal
medicai reasons for a period of five {5} or more consecutive work days shall be required
to submit medical documentation as proof of illness. Said employees shall also be
required to submit medical documenzation as proof of iliness. Said employees shall a}éo

be reqguired to be examined by the County physician and certified as fit to return to work

prior 10 their actual return 1o work.
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g. Part-time temporary, part-time provisional, seascnal, or hourly paid
employees shall not be entitled to sick leave.
h. Sick leave credits shall continue to accrue while an employee is on

leave without pay except active military leave.

8.5 Parsonal Leave. All permanent employees covered by the provisions of this

Agreement shall be entitled to three (3} days per year leave of absence with pay for
personzal business which may be taken in one-half day units. Said leave shall not be
taken unless seventy-two (72} hours notice thereof has been-given to the employee’s
supervisor. In the event of an emergency, said 72 hours notice need not be given;
however, authorization by the employee’s supervisor shall be required. The Employer
reserves the right to deny reguests for personal days as conditions warrant but
authorization shall not be unreasonably withneld. Personal days shall not be tzken in

conjunction with vacation or sick leave.
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9. N _PAID LEAVE F ABSENCE

9.1 An employee shall be entitled to a leave of absence without pay to accept
a permanent appointment with another governmental agency for a period not to exceed
the probationary period for such position, or a period of four {4) months, whichever is
lesser.

9.2 The Employer will grant leaves of absences to two (2} full-time employees
to accept full-time Union empioyment in conformance with- Civil Service Rules and
Regulations. Sixty {60) days notice shall be given to the Employer by an employee
requesting such leave.

9.3 All other leaves of absence without pay shall be at the discretion of the
Employer.

Q. Employees returning from authorized leaves of absences as set forth above

E oY

will be restored to their original classifications at the then appropriate rate of pay with no
loss of seniority or other employee rights, privileges, or benefits; provided, however, that
sick [eave, vacation leave, and longevity and clothing aliowances credits shali not accrue

except for those on military ieave.
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10. CHILD CARE/MATERNITY LEAVE

10.1 A permanent female employee covered by the term of this Agreement shall
be entitled to a leave of absence without pay for maternity purposes. Said leave shall be
granted for a three month period upon written certificaticn of the employee’s physician
that she is unable to work due to her pregnancy and/or childbirth and may be extended
for additional three month periods. This certification is subject to approval by the County
physician. Further, all employees shall be required to be examined by the County
physician and certified by him/her as fit to return to work prior to their return to work,
10.2 Notwithsianding the provisions of Articlg 8.4 (Sick Leave with Pay) and
Article 10.7 {Maternity Leave without Pay), a permznent female employee covered by the
terms of this Agreement shall be entitled to a Leave without Pay for chiid care purposes
for a period of one year. Said leave shall commence effective upon the date of birth of

the employee’s child and under no circumstances shall it be extended beyond this one

year period.
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11. ENIORITY

11.1 Seniority is defined as an employee’s cpntinuous length of service with the
Snerifi’s Office, beginning with the date of appointment as a permanent Civil Service
employee, Sheriff’s Officer.

11.2 The Employee shall maintain an accurate, up to date seniority roster showing
each employee’s date of hire, classification, and pay rate and shall furnish copies of same

to the Union upon request. -

11.3 The Employer shall promptly advise the appropriate Union representative of

any changes which necessitate amendments to the seniority list,

11.4 In the event that the employer initiates a multiple shift system then the shift

positions shall be bid by seniority.
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12. HOLIDAYS

12.1 The following days are recognized paid holidays whether or not worked:

New Year’s Day

Martin Luther King's Birthday
Lincoln’s Birthday
Washington’s Birthday

Good Friday

Memorial Day

Independence Day

Labor Day

Columbus Day
General Election Day
Veteran’s Day
Thanksgiving Day

Day after Thanksgiving
Christmmas Day

All other holidays formally declared by resolution of the Board of Freeholders.

12.2 Holidays enumerated in the paragraph above which fall on a Saturday shall

be celebrated on the preceding Friday; holidays which faill on a Saturday shall be

celebrated on the following Monday; holidays which fall within 2n employee’s vacation

period shall not be charged as vacation time.

12.3 In order to be eligible for holiday pay, an employee must be on the active

payroll of the Employer and must have worked his full regularly scheduled workday before

and after the holiday, or if absent, such absence must be authorized.
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13. GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE

13.1 A grievance is defined as a dispute between the parties involving the
application, meaning, or interpretation of this Agreement and shall be handled in the
following manner in order to eﬁsure their fair and expeditious handling.

Step One: The Union grievance committeeman shall take up the grievance
or dispute with the Sheriff within ten (10} days of its occurrence. The Sheriff shall then
attempt to adjust the matter and shall respond to the committeeman in writing within
three (3} working days.

Step Two: If the grievance has not been settled to the union’s satisfaction,
it shall be presented in writing by the committeeman to the County Administirator or his
T

designee within seven (7} days after the Sheriff’s response is due. he County

Administrator or his designee shall respond in writing to the Union president or his
designated fepresentative within three {3) working days.

Step Three: If the grievance is still unsettied, the Union may, within three
{3) days after the reply of the County Administrator or his designee is due, by written
notice to the county Administrator or his designee, shall request the Public Employment
Relations Commission to supply the parties with a panel of arbitrators. The arbitrator
shall be selected by the parties in accordance with the promuigated by the Public
Employment Relations Commission. The decision of the arbitrator shall be final a:_-.-d

binding on all parties, it being expressly understood that such binding arbitration is limited

exclusively to disputes involving the application, meaning, or interpretation of this

20




Agreement,

13.2 The Employer agrees to give reasonable consideration to a request by the
Union for meetings to discuss grievance pending at Step One and Two above.

13.3 Expenses for the arbitrator’s services and the proceedings shall be paid by
the losing party to the arbitrator. However, each party shall be responsible for
compensating its own representatives, witnesses and attorney. [f either party desires a
verbatim record of the proceedings, it may cause such a record to be made, providing it
pays for the record. -
13.4 The Union will notify the Employer in writing of the names of its employees
who are designated by the Union to represent employees under the grievance procedure.
Two {2} of its employees so designated by the Union will be permitted to confer with
other Union representatives, during working hours without iloss of pay, provided,
however, all employees shail secure the permission of their immediate supervisor, which
permission shail not be reasonabdiy be witnneid.

13.5 Representatives of the Union, who are not employees previously accredited
to the Employer in writing by the Union, shall be permitted to come ion the premises of
the employer for the purpose of investigating and discussing grievances, so long as such
right is reasonably exercised and there is no undue interference with work progress,
provided, hcwever, they firs: obtain permission to do sc from the employee’s depariment

director or his designated represaniative, permission for which shall not be unreasonably

withheld.
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14. DISCIPLINE/DISCHARGE

14.1 It is expressly understood that the Emplt?yer shall have the right to discipline
any employee, however, the Empioyer agrees that it shall not discipline or discharge any
employees covered by the terms of this Agreement without just cause.

14.2 Any employee who is disciplined or discharged shall have the right to appeal
this disciplinary action. Itis expressly understood that an employee shail only be entitled
to one avenue of appeal and further, that these appezls shall be handled in accordance
with the following procedure:

a. A permanent employee against whom disciplinary action has been
taken which resulted in a suspension or fine of more than five {5) days at a time;
suspensions or fines more that three (3) times or fer an aggregate of more that fifteen
{(15) days required to exercise his statutory right of appezl to the Civil Service
Commission and shall preclude from having the Union move his appeal to binding
arbitration.

b. The Union, in behalf of a permanent employee against whom
disciplinary action has been taken which does not result in a penaity enumerated in
paragraph 14.2(a) above, shall have the right to appeal this disciplinary action 1o hinding
arbitration in accordance with Step !l of the Grievance Procedure.

c. The Union, in behalf of a provisional employee against whom any
disciplinary action has been taken, shall have the right to appeal this disciplinary action

10 binding arbitration in accorcdance with Step !l of the Grievance Procedure.
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15. AF ND HEALTH

15.1 The employer shall at all times maintain safe and healthful working
conditions and will provide employees with wearing apparel, tools, or devices deemed
necessary in order to ensure their safety and health. When such materials are issued,
they shall be used.

16.2 The employer and the Union shall each designate a safety committee
member and two aliternates. It shail be the joint responsibility of the members or their
alternates to investigate and clorrect unsafe and unhealthful conditions. The members or
their alternates shall meet periodically as necessary to review conditions in general and
to mzke recommendations to either or both parties when appropriate. The safety
committee member representing the Union or ane of his alternates, with the approval of
the employer, shall be permitted reasonabie opporiunity to visit work l|ocations
throughout _the employer’s facilities for the purpose of investigating safety and heaitn
conditions during working hours with no loss of pay.

15.3 Hepatitis inoculations shall be available to all bargaining unit members.

15.4 AlDS tests and TB tests shall be available on demand.
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16. EQUAL TREATMENT

16.1 The Employer agrees that there shall be no discrimination or favoritism for
reasons of sex, age, nationality, race, religion, politiéal affiliation, political activities, Union

membership, or Union activities.

16.2 The Employer and the Union agree not to interfere with the right of
employees to become ar not to become members of the Union and further that there shall

be no discrimination or coercion against any employees because of Union membership

or non-membership.
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17. WORK RULES

17.1 The Employer may establish reasonable and necessary rules of work and

conduct for employees. Such rules shall be equitably applied and enforced.

17.2 All employees covered by this Agreament will receive a Sheriff's Rule Book.

The employee is responsible for the replacement of the Rule Book, unless the employer

contributed to the need for replacement.

17.3 Proposed new rules or modifications of existing.rules governing working
conditions shall be negotiated with the majority representative before they are

established.
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18. ANNUAL VACATION LEAVE

18.1 All full-tim'e permanent employees shail be entitied to vacation leave based
on their years of continuous service. Periods on a leave of absence without pay except
military leave shall be deducted from an employee’s total continuous service for purposes
of determining the earned service credit for vacation leave.

18.2 Annual vacation leave with pay for all full-time permanent employees shall

be sarned as follows: -

a. O.ne (1) working day of vacation for each month of service during the
remainder of the calendar year following the date of appointment.
b. After one {1) year and to completion of five (5], twelve (12) working days.

C. From the beginning of the sixth year to compietion of tenth {10th)
year, fifteen (15} working days.

| d. From beginning of eleventh year to completion of fifteenth year,

twenty (20) working days.

e. After completion of fifteenth year, twenty-five working days.

Annual vacation leave with pay for a&ll full-time temporary, full time
provisional, and JTPA employees shall be earned at the rate of one {1} day per month.
18.3 The rate of vacation pay shall be the empioyee’s re_guiar straight time rate

of pay in effect for the employee’s regular job on the payday immediately preceding his

vacation perind.

18.4 An employee who is called back to work whiie on authorized vacation, shall
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be paid one day’s pay in addition to regular day’s pay and shall not lose vacation day or
days.

18.5 Vacation allowance must be taken during the current calendar year unless
the employee’s department director determines that it cannot be taken because of the
pressure of work. Any vacation allowance so denied may be accrued over into the next
succeeding year. A maximum of ten (10} vacation days at the option of the employee,
may be carried over from one calendar year into the succeeding calendar year.

All employees covered by this Agreement may elect, at his option, to carry
over one {1) full year of vacation allowance into the next succeeding calendar year with
the following stipulations: This option may only be exercised once during the employee’s
term of employment with the Sheriff’'s Office provided he has given the Sheriii a
minimum of six {8} months notice of his intent to exercise this one-time vacation carry
over option.

18.6 A permanent employee who returns from military services is entitled to full
vacation allowance for the calendar year of return and for the year receding, provided the
latter can be take during the year of return.

18.7 An employee covered by this Agreement who is retiring or who has
otherwise separated shall be entitled to the vacation for the current year prorated ugpon
the number of months worked in the calendar year in which the separation or retirement

becomes effective and any vacation leave which may have been carried over from the

preceding calendar year.

Whenever an employee covered by this Agreement dies, having to his credit
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any aﬁnua! vacation leave, there shall be calculated and paid to his estate a sum of
money equal to the compensation figured on his salary rate at the time of death.

18.8 Part time temporary, part time provisional, seasonal, or hourly naid
employees shall not be entitled to vacation leave.

18.8 Vacation leave credits shall continue to accrue while an employee is on ieave

with pay. Vacation credits shall not accrue while an employze is on leave without pay

except military leave.
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19. HIFT PAY

19.1 Employees working on shifts on which the majority of working hours fall
between 3:00 p.m. and 12:00 midnight shall receive in addition to their regular pay an
additional thirty (30¢) cents per hour.

19.2 Employees working on shifts of which the majority of working hours shall
fall between 12:00 midnight and 8:00 a.m. shall receive in addition to their regular pay
an additional thirty-five (35} cents per hour. -

12.3 If an employee working either of the shifts referred to in the paragraphs

above is entitied to premium pay, shift pay shall be paid in addition to said premium pay.
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20. LONGEVITY

20.1 Every full time, permanent, classified employee shall be paid longevity
payments on a prorated basis with each salary check during the calendar year, and such
longevity payment shzll be considered in total with the salary for pension purposes.

20.2 The annual longevity benefit shall be based upon years of completed service.

The benefit shall be as follows:

YEARS QF ANNUAL
COMPLETED SERVICE LONGEVITY

5 YEARS $ 300.00

10 - 14 YEARS $ 900.00

15 - 19 YEARS $1,350.00

20 - 24 YEARS . $1,750.00

25 YEARS OR MORE $2,200.00

20.3 Any interruption of service due to a cause beyond the control of the

employee, i.e, for military service, injury, or illness, shall be considered as service for the
County of Mercer for the purpose of determining the completion of said cumulative period
of service with the County of Mercer. Nothing contained in this Article shall be construed
to apply to any person whase empioyment has been terminated for any reason prior to

the effective date of the adoption of this contract.
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21. UNIFORM ALLOWANCE

21.1 The County agrees to provide each employee covered by the terms of this
Agreement an initial uniform issue consisting of the following:

Winter Uniform: Three (3) trousers
Three (3) shirts
Two {2} hats, {1 felt, 1 fur)
One (1) waist length jacket
One (1) three quarter fength coat

mmer Uniform: Three (3} trousers "
Three (3) shirts
One (1) hat
in addition to the above, each officer will receive a $40.00 shoe allowance,
one {1) uniform belt and one (1) tie. Any edditional requirement uniform shall initially be
provided by the County.
it shall be the employee’s responsibility to replace any uniform item and it
shall further be the empioyee’s responsibility to maintain his uniform in good order.
21.2 The employer shall pay to each employee an annual uniform
allowance in the amount of $500. This allowance shall be used by the empioyee
tor the replacement and/or maintenance of his or her uniform or clothing. Said
gllowance will be paid in two {2) equal instaliments by January 15th and July 151,
Employees hired after January 1 of the year will receive a proratad share based on the
number cf full months remaining in the calendar year of hire. The employer has the
rightto enforce dress standards and all replacement parts for uniforms shali adhere to

specifications established by the Employer.
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21.3 The Employer shall provide two (2] wash and wear uniforms to any
employee attending police academy. Such uniform shall be returned to the County after
use. The Employer shail also provide books for classes.

21.4 The Employer agrees that in the event of a change in uniform style, the
initial issue will be provided at the cost of the employer.

21.5 The parties agree to meet to discuss the elimination of the uniform
allowance to be replaced by the employer providing cleaning services and replacement.

This change shall only be implemented if mutually agreeable to the parties.
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22. CLASSIFICATIONS AND JOB DESCRIPTIONS

22.1 The ciassifications for employees covered by this Agreement are attached
hereto as Appendix A and by reference are made part of this Agreement.

22.2 If during the term of this Agreement the Employer determines that new job
descriptions and/or classifications be established or that changes be made in existing job
descriptions and/or ciassifications, the parties agree that they will consui_t with a view
toward arriving at a mutually acceptable determination, including the rate of pay thereof,
prior to such changes being made effective.

22.3 If, during the term of this Agreemént, the Employer is required by the
Department of Civil Service and/or by the decision of the court of competent jurisdiction
ta establish new titles in the Civil Service Sheriff’s Office series, the Employer shall notify
the Union in writing within 30 days of such notice or decision to recpen the contract for
the specific purpose of negotiating salary ranges for the new titles.

22.4 In the event that the parties fail to agree to any provisions of this Article, the

matter will be referred to the Article herein entitled, "Grievance Procedure"”, Step [ll.
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23. EXTRADITIONS

23.1 On those aoccasions when an employee is assigned to an extradition not
requiring an over night layover, said employee shall be required to report to duty at the
start of his next assigned shift or to report for duty ten (10) hours from his return from
the trip and release of the prisoner to the proper autharities, whichever occurs later.

23.2 For the purpose of this Article, any extradition requiring travel in excess of
400 miles round trip by automobile or 1,000 miles by round trip by air shall be scheduled

for an overnight layover.
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24. PERSONNEL RECORD

24.1 Employees shall have the right to review their personnel filed in the Sheriff's
Office once a year. Employees shall also be entitled to a copy of any record contained
in their file.

24.2 Letters of reprimand shall be deleted from an employee’s personnel file 180

days from the date of the letter of reprimand.
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25. QUTSIDE EMPLOYMENT

25.1 Any employee covered by the provisions of this Agreement shall be entitled
to hold outside empioyment provided, however, that all relevant details regarding this
other employment is submitted in writing to the Sheriff for his approval and further that

said approval by the Sheriff shall not be unreasonabie withheld.
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26. MANAGEMENT RIGHTS

26.1 The Employer retains and may exercise all rights, powers, duties, authority,
and responsibilities conferred upon and vested in it by the laws and Constitution of the
State of New Jersey. Except as specifically abridged, limited, or modified by the terms
of this Agreement between the Employer and the Union, all such rights, powers,
authority, prerogatives, or management, and responsibility to promuigate and enforce
reasonable and necessary rules and regulations governing the conduct and the activities

of the employees are exclusively retained by the Employer.
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27. BILL OF RIGHTS

In order to safeguard fundamental rights of Sheriff’s Officers employed by
the County of Mercer, it is agreed that:

27.1 Except when on duty or acting in his official capacity as a law enforcement
officer, no law enforcement officer shall be prohibited from engaging in political activity,
provided his position as a law enforcement officer is not used in any way, whether
directly or indirectly, while engaged in said political activities._.As employed herein, the
term "“law enforcement officer” shail mean any member of the Mercer County Sheriff's
Department.

27.2 Whenever a law enforcement officer has received notice that he is under
formal investigation after receipt of a filed complaint, which complaint shall be in the form
of the Notification of Complaint atzached hereto, fer alleged malfeasznce, misfeasance,
nonfeasancé of official duty, with a view toward possible disciplinary action, demotion,
dismissal of criminal charges, the following minimum standards shall apply:

a. Any formal interrogation of 2 law enforcement officer, whether as a
subject of the investigation or as a witness, sha!! take place 2t the location designated
by the investigatory officer, except it shall not be conducted at the iaw enforcement
officer’s home unless the home is specifically involved in the complaint, and preferably
when the employee is on duty. A member of the Department shall be compensated for
lost time accruing from investigations in accordance with existing Department policy.

T H - i mlbmal
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ménner, without threat or promise of reward. The questioning shall be of a reasonable
duration and rest periods allowed. Time shall be provided for personal necessities, meals,
and telephone calls as are reasonably necessary. The law enforcement officer shall be
entitled to the presence of his counsel or any one person of his choice at any
interrogation in connection with the investigation.

b. The law enforcement officer being investigated shall be informed at
the commencement of any interrogation of the nature of the investigation, including
whether the officer is a target of the investigation, if known; the Statute, rule, or
regulation aliegedly violated, if known; the names and addresses of any complaints; and
the identity and authority of those conducting the investigation. This shall not preciude
the employer from subsequently modifying, amending, or changing the Statute, rule, or
regulation under which the charges are brought. Also, at the commencement of any
interrogation of such officer in connection with any such investigation the officer shail
be informed of the identity of ail persons present during such interrogation. All questions
asked in any such interrogation, whenever pracricahle, shall be asked by or through a
single interrogator.

c. Na formal hearing by means of which a law enforcement officer may
De disciplined or penalized may be brought except upon charges signed bv the persons
making those charges.

d. The interrogation of the employee concerned shall be recorded
mecﬁanically or by written form, "Qff the record” questions shall not be permitted. Any

M H H oy e ) oy
recesses called during the interrcgation shall te recsried.
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e. If an officer is placed under arrest oris likely to be placed under arrest
for a criminal offense, he shall be afforded all constitutional rights, and, in addition, he
shall be given the following warning prior to the commencement of any interrogation:

"1 am advising you that you are being questioned as part of an official
investigation. You will be asked questions specifically directed and narrowly related to
the performance of your official duties. You are entitled to all rights and privileges
guaranteed by the laws of the State of New Jersey, the Constitution of this State, and
the Constitution of the United States, including the right-not to be compelied to
incriminate yourself and the right to have lega! counsel present at each and every stage
of this investigation.

further advise you that if you refuse to testify or to answer questions
relating to the performance of your official duties, you will be subject to Departmental
charges which could result in your dismissal from employment. If you do answer
questions, neither your statements nor any information or evidence which is gained by
reason of such statements can be used against you in any way subsequent criminal
proceeding. However, these statements may be used against you in relation to
subsequent Departmental charges.”

f. It is understood that the provisions of Paragraph 27.2 shzll not
preclude initial or preliminary inquiries by the Employer and shall only apply upon the
commencement of a formal investigation or the filing of a complaint.

27.3 All investigations against law enforcement officers shall be conducted

expeditiously. At ls2st twe [2) menths after the cocmmencement of such investigation,
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as determined by the date that the Notification of Complaint is served upon the officer,
the officer, if he so requests, is to be informed of the status of the pending investigation.
If charges are to be brought against the officer, they should be brought as promptly as
possible to ensure that no unnecessary delay occurs which might prejudice the officer’s
defense; and, unless unusual circumstances exist, no officer should be prosecuted by the
Department for the aileged infraction of any rule if more than 80 days transpire between
the date the Sheriff or appropriate superior officer had knowledge or should reasonably
have had knowiedge of the alleged infraction by virtue of information that is normally
transmitted to him by routine administrative processes and the service of the Preliminary
Notice of Disciplinary Action.

27.4 There shall be removed from an officer’s personnei file all papers, files,
reports, notes, and copies thereof relating to an investigation of a law enforcement officer
when the investigation does not result in any disciplinary action or whnen the officer is
exonerated. These items, if retained, shall be maintained separate and apart from the
personnel file., The officer may on proper notice inspect these materials at the discretion
of the Sheriff. Permission should not be unreasonably denied.

27.5 No law enforcement officer shall be required to disclose, for the purpose of
promotion orassignment, any information concerning nis property, income, assets, deb1s,
or expenditures, or those of any member of such officer’s househald, except where such
information relates directly to the officer’s assignment or duties. No officer shall be
required to take any lie detector test to determine the truthfulness of any statement as

part of any investigation or as a condition of ampioyment,
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27.6 There shall be no penalty or threat of any penalty for the exercise by a law

enforcement officer of his rights under this Bill of Rights.

27.7 No employee covered by this Agreement shall be subjected to any urinalysis
or blood screening unless one of the two (2} circumstances exist: (1) Where the
employer has reasonable suspicion to suspect that there is a job related individualized
impact with respect to the specific employee being tested. (2) Where the urinaiysis or
blood testing is done as part of a bona fide annual physical examination which is done
for the entire Sheriff's Office. -

27.8 Under no circumstances shall the employer offer or direct the taking of a
polygraph or voice print examination for any employee covered by this Agreement.
27.9 At any time a member of the bargaining unit is disciplined then the PBA
President shall be advised of said discipline and shall further be advised of the results of
same.

27.10 Under no circumstances shall disciplinary charges be filed more that 45 days
after the event which gave rise to the charge. |n the event of prosecutor’s office action

then the 45 day time period shall commence with the final disposition of the matter by

the prosecutor’s office.
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28. PERSQNNEL FILES

28.1 A personnel file shall be established and maintained for each employee
covered by this Agreement. Such files are confidential records and shall be maintained
in the office of the Sheriff and may be used for evaluation purpaoses by the Sheriff,
Governing Body.

Upon advance notice and at reasonable times, any member of the Union may
at any time review his personnel file. However, this appointment for review must be
made through the Sheriff or his designated representatives.

Whenever a written complaint concerning an Officer or his actions is to be
placed in his personnel file, 2 copy shall be made avaiiable t¢ him and he shail be given
the opportunity to rebutit if he so desires, and he shall be permitted to place said rebuttal
in his file. When the employee is given a copy of the complaint, the identification of the
compiainant shall be excised. However, if any disciplinary action is taken based on any
complaint, then the employee shall be furnished with all details of the complaint,
including the identity of the complainant. |

All personnel files will be carefuily maintained and safeguarded permanently,
and nothing placed in any files shall be removed therefrom. Removal of any material from
a personnel file by any member of the Union shall subject that matter to appropriate
disciplinary action.

Each employee shall be suppiied with a written certification from the

H P3N NP b [T Sy gy By P e lal-Ydte
amnloyer, during the month of November ¢f each year, which shall state the numaer oo
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accumulated vacation days, holidays taken, sick days, personal days and any ather time

which s available to the officer.




29. LEGAL AID

29.1 The employer will provide legal aid to all personnel covered by this
Agreement in suits or other legal proceedings against thern arising from incident in the
line of duty. This shall not be applicable in any disciplinary or criminal proceeding
instituted agair)st the employee by the empioyer. Notification of an attorney shali be
provided promptly to the -employee invalved.

29.2 Whenever an empioyee covered by this Agreement is a defendant in any
action or legal proceeaing arising out of or incidental to the performance of his/her duties,
the employer, shall provide said employee with necessary means for the defense of such
action or proceeding, other than for his/her defense in a disciplinary proceeding instituted
against him/her by the employer, or in a criminai proceeding instituted as a result of a
complaint on behalf of the employer. If any such disciplinary or criminal proceeding
instituted by ;nr on cormplaint of the employer shall Be dismissed or finally determined in
favor of the employee, he/she shail be reimbursed for the reasonable expense of his/her
defense,

29.3 Except as otherwise provided by law, no employee covered by this
Agreement shall be removed from his office, employment or position for political reasons
or for any cause other than incapacity, misconduct, or disobedience of rules and
regulations established, nor shall such empioyee be suspended, removed, fined 6r
reduced in rank from or in affice, empioyment or position therein, except for just cause

as hereinbefore provided and then cnlv upon a written complaint setting forth the charge
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or charges against such employee. Said complaint shall be served upon the employee so
charged, with notice of a designated hearing thereon by the proper authorities, which
shall be not less than fifteen (15} nor more than thir‘_ty (30) days from date of service of
the complaint. A failure to comply with said provisions as to the service of the complaint
shall require a dismissal of the complaint. No complaint or departmentat charge shall be
filed more than 45 calendar days after the event or occasion upon which the charge is

based.
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30. GENERAL PROVISIONS

30.1 The employer agrees to make available one locked glass enclosed bulletin
board in the sheriff’s Office.

Said bulletin board éhall be used for posting of the following notices: Union
meetings, Union elections, Union election returns, Union appointments to office, and

Union recreational or social affairs and related law enforcement matters, with the

approval aof the Sheriff.

—

30.2 For the purposes of this Agreement, the term "empioyee" shall mean those
persons who have permanent Civil Service status with the County and who are on the
County payroll on or after the date of execution of this Agreement.

30.3 The provisions of this Agreement shall only apply to those employees in the
unit who are on the County payroll and actively at work on or after the date of the
execution of this Agreement.

30.4 The current practice of the employer providing a PBA Office and equipment
shall continue. The Union agrees to pay the cost of teiephone installation and the
attendant monthly charges.

30.5 The employer agrees to compensate those Sheriff’s Officers whose personal
property is damaged in the performance of their official duties to include eyeglasses,
watches, clothing and private automobiles. Said compensation shall be reduced and
mitigated by norm=l depreciation factors, and any insurance beneftits payable tc an Officer
for his loss shall represent pay in full for the sustained loss. Any covered loss will be

compensated promptly.
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31. ORAL MODIFICATION

31.1 This Agreement is intended to encompass the entire understanding between
the parties. Any modification must be formalized in writing and signed by the parties to
the Agreement. No oral modification will be deemed vailid uniess same is reduced to

writing and incorporated into this Agreement.




32. SEPARABILITY AND SAVINGS

32.1 If any provision of this Agreement is s_ubsequent!y declared by the praper
legislative or judicial authority or court of competent jurisdiction to be unlawful,
unenforceable, or not in accordance with applicable statutes, all other provision of this
Agreement shall remain in full force and effect for the duration of this Agreement,

32.2 Upon request of either party, the parties agree to meet and renegotiate any

provision so affected. -
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33. TERM AND RENEWAL

33.1 This Agreement shall have a term from January 1, 1994 through December
31, 19858, If the parties have not executed a successaor agreement by December 31,
1995, then this Agreement shall continue in full force and effect until a successor

agreement is executed.

Negotiations for a successor agreement shall be in accordance with the rules

of the Public Employment Relations Commission. _-
33.2 The retroactive effect of this contract applies only to those in the employ
of the Sheriff/County as of the date of the execution of this agreement, with the sole

exception of persons who died or retired since January 1, 1994,
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused these presents to

be signed by their proper officers and attested to on the day of
1924.

ATTEST: COUNTY OF MERCER:

ATTEST: SHERIFF'§ -QFFICE

Samuel J. Plumeri, Jr.
Sheriff

ATTEST: P.B.A. LOCAL 187

Ernest A. Oravsky, President
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6
7
8 (MAX)

SERGEANT

EFF.

1/1/94

$24,957
27,011
29,065
30,804
32,859
34,378
36,966
41,600

44,928

APPENDIX A

EFF.

7/1/{94

$25,331
27,416
29,501
31,266
33.352
34,894
37,520
42,224

45,602
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EFF.

1/1/95

$26,281
28,444
30,607
32,438
34,602
36,202
38,927
43,807

48,188

EFF. -

7/1/95 . ..

$26,74%1 T

28,942

31,143
33,006
35,208
36,836
39,608
44,574

49,031



