TOWNSHIP OF MULLICA
RESOLUTION NO. 173-2021

APPROVING AGREEMENT
Mainland PBA L.ocal No. 77

WHEREAS, the Township Committee adopted Resolution #175-2020 approving a
Memorandum of Understanding for the New Jersey Policeman’s Benevolent Association, Maintand
PBA #77; and

WHEREAS, the Mullica Township Committee has reviewed the terms of the Agreement, as
negotiated for the period of January 1, 2020 to through December 31, 2024, and found them to be
agreeable,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached Agreement with all its terms
and conditions is approved by the Governing Body and that the Mayor and T'ownship Clerk are hereby
authorized to execute.

Adopted: August 31, 2021

SIT LMANN
MAYOR
ATTEST:
KIMBERLY Joxgglso
TOWNSHIP CLBRIK




AGREEMENT

Between the

NEW JERSEY STATE POLICEMEN'S
BENEVOLENT ASSOCTATION, INC,

MAINLAND LOCAL NO. 77
(MULLICA)
AND

TOWNSHIP OF MULLICA
ATLANTIC COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

JANUARY 1, 2020 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2024

SCIARRA & CATRAMBONE, LLC
Christopher A. Gray, Esq.
2057 Briggs Road, Suite 201

Mount Laurel, NJ 08054
856-888-7066
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AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT made on the day of January , 2021, between the Township of
Mullica herein after referred to as the "Township” or "Employer" and the New Jersey State
Policemen's Benevolent Association, Local #77, herein after referred to as “Employee,"

“Police Department” or "PBA."

WHEREAS, the parties named have engaged in collective bargaining for the purpose of
developing a contract covering salaries, working conditions, benefits and other items and
conditions concerning employment; THEREFORE, in consideration of the promises and
mutual agreements herein contained, the parties hereto agree with each other in respect to the
Employees of the Employer as being represented by the New Jersey State Policemen's

Benevolent Association, Local #77 as follows:




ARTICLE 1

RECOGNITION

The Employer recognizes the aforementioned New Jersey State Policemen’s
Benevolent Association, Local #77 as the exclusive Bargaining Agent representing the
members of the Mullica Township Police Department as follows: the Patrolmen, Corporals,
Investigators and Police Detectives, Sergeants, Detective Sergeants, and Lieutenants, being full
time regular police officers who have obtained a certificate from the New Jersey Police
Training Commission, or are in the process of doing same, excluding the Chief of Police,

Dispatchers, Matron, Records Clerks and any other employee of the Township of Mullica.”

ARTICLE I




NEGOTIATIONS PROCEDURES

A. The parties agree to enter into collective negotiations over a successor agreement in
accordance with the New Jersey Employer-Employee Relations Act, in good faith, to reach an
agreement concerning the terms and conditions of employment of the employees mentioned in
Article 1. Such negotiations shall commence in accordance with the timelines established by
PERC in the calendar year in which the Agreement expires. Any Agreement so negotiated
shall apply to all employees mentioned in Article I, will be reduced in writing, ratified by both
parties and signed by the authorized representatives of the Township of Mullica and

Policemen's Benevolent Association, Local #77.

B. Both parties agree there will be no changes in the terms and conditions of employment

during the lifetime of this Agreement, except through negotiations between the parties.

C. Whenever a representative of the PBA or any employee is mutually scheduled by the
parties to participate during the employee's scheduled working hours in negotiations,
grievances, conferences of meetings, he shall suffer no loss of time, pay or any other fringe

benefits and shall be relieved from duty subject to manpower needs of the department.

D. Upon the expiration of this agreement, officers in the step guide shall continue to

advance in step until a successor agreement is reached.




ARTICLE I

GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE

A. Definition

A grievance is any dispute between the parties concerning the application of/or
interpretation of this Agreement, policy, administrative decision or any complaint by any
employee as to any action or non-action which violates any right arising from his or their

employment.

B. Grievance Steps

The following constitutes the sole and exclusive method for resolving grievances
between the parties covered by this Agreement and shall be followed in its entirety unless any

Step is waived or extended by mutual consent:

Step One — Submission to Chief

A grievance shall be formally submitted in writing to the Chief of Police or his
designee within thirty (30) calendar days of its occurrence who shall render a decision, in
writing, within fifteen (15) calendar days, after the written grievance is first presented to him.
Nothing herein is to preclude informal discussions with the Chief within this period in an

attempt to resolve the grievance.




Step Two — Director of Public Safety (Council Designee)

If the grievance is not resolved within fifteen (15) calendar days after presentation of
the written grievance to the Chief or his designee, the grievance shall be submitted to the
Director of Public Safety (Council Designee) in writing within ten (10) calendar days of the
Chief’s written decision or twenty (20) calendar days following the Chief’s or his Designee’s
receipt of the grievance in the event the Chief or his designee does not issue a written decision.
The Director of Public Safety (Council Designee) shall issue his written determination within
fifteen (15) business days of receipt of the written grievance. If the Director of Public Safety
{Council Designee) does not issue a written decision, the grievance shall be considered denied

at this STEP.

Step Three — Arbitration

In the event the grievance is not resolved at the second step, the PBA, after finding the
matter meritorious, may refer the matter for impartial binding arbitration. If the PBA wishes to
move a grievance to arbitration, it shall file with the Public Employment Relations
Commission within ten (10) calendar days of receipt of the decision, or within ten (10)
calendar days of the expiration of time for the Director of Public Safety (Council Designee) to
issue his decision in Step Two if no decision is rendered, and request that a list of arbitrators be

furnished to the Township and the PBA.

Nothing herein is to preclude any meeting or hearing at any step if requested by either party.




C. Arbitration Procedures

1. Unless the parties agree otherwise, no more than one (1) issue shall be presented to

an arbitrator in any single case.

2. The fees and expenses of the arbitrator shall be borne equally by the parties.

Any other expenses incurred by the parties shall be borne by the party incurring same.

3. The arbitrator shall be bound by the terms and conditions of this Agreement and shall

not have any power to add to, subtract from, or in any way modify any of the terms of

this Agreement.

4. The decision of the arbitrator shall be in writing with the reasons therefore and shall

be binding upon the parties; subject, however, to N.J.S.A. 2A:24-1, et seq.

D. Presence of Individuals at Arbitration Hearing

The Steward or his alternate, whose presence is required in the arbitration hearing, shall
be released from his regular work shift without loss of regular straight time rate pay for such
purpose. Any individuals employed by the Township reasonably required as a witness in

arbitration proceedings under this agreement shall be made available.

E. Time Limits




The time limits set forth herein shall be strictly adhered to. If any grievance has not
been initiated within the time limit specified, the grievance shall be deemed to have been
waived. If any grievance is not processed to the succeeding step in the grievance procedure
within the time limits prescribed, the disposition of the grievance at the prior step shall be
deemed to be conclusive. Nothing herein shall prevent the parties from mutually agreeing to
extend or contract the time limits provided for processing the grievance at any step in the
grievance procedure. All such extensions shall be in writing and signed by a representative of

the Township and a representative of the PBA.




ARTICLE IV

NON-DISCRIMINATION

A. There shall be no discrimination by the Employer or any of its agents against the
Employees represented by the PBA because of membership or non-membership or activity or
non-activity in the Association. The PBA or any of its agents shall not discriminate or coerce

any employee into membership.

B. Netither the Employer nor the PBA shall discriminate against any employee because of
race, color, creed, national origin, nationality, ancestry, age, sex (including pregnancy),
familial status, affectional or sexual orientation, marital status, domestic partnership or civil
union status, gender identity or expression, atypical hereditary cellular or blood trait, genetic
information, liability for military service, and mental or physical disability, perceived

disability, and AIDS and HIV status, political affiliation or Association membership.

10




ARTICLE V

DELEGATE AND CONVENTIONS

A. Up to two (2) delegates to the State PBA shall be afforded time without loss of time or

pay to attend the scheduled meetings or special meetings of the State Organization.

B. Up to two (2) PBA Convention Delegates shall be afforded the convention of the State
Organization without loss of time or pay. Time will be allowed for travel to and from said

location of the Convention.

C. Additional delegates may be authorized by the Chief to attend such meetings as

specified in Sections A and B above, but such attendance shall not be without loss of time or

pay.

D. A certificate of attendance to the convention shall, upon request, be submitted by the

representatives so attending.”

11




ARTICLE VI

MANAGEMENT RIGHTS

A. The Township hereby retains and reserves unto itself: without limitation, all powers,
rights, authorities, duties and responsibilities conferred upon and vested in it prior to the
signing of this Agreement by the laws and constitution of the State of New Jersey and of the
United States, including but without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the following

rights:

1. The executive management and administrative control of the Township

government, its properties and facilities and the activities of its employees.

2. To hire all employees subject to the provisions of law, to determine their
qualifications and conditions for continued employment or assignment and to promote

and transfer employees.

3. To take disciplinary action for just cause according to law. Appeals shall be

subject to the grievance procedure.

4, To maintain efficiency of its operations.

5. To determine the methods, means and personnel by which its operations are to

be conducted.

6. To determine the content of job classifications.
7. To schedule hours of work and shifts.
8. To take all necessary actions to carry out its mission in emergencies.

12




9. To exercise complete control and discretion over its organization and the
technology of performing its work, and to make and modify rules of procedure and

conduct.

10.  The Township reserves the right with regard to all other conditions of
employment nor reserved to make such changes as it deems desirable and necessary for

the efficient and effective operation of the Police Department.

B. The reasonable exercise of the foregoing powers, rights, authorities and responsibilities
of the Township, the adoption of policies, rules, regulations and practices in the
implementation thereof, and the use of judgment and discretion in connection therewith shall

be limited only by the specific and express written terms of this Agreement and applicable law.

13




ARTICLE VII

SCHEDULING
A, Scheduling
1. There shall be a minimum of forty-eight (48) hours on all schedule changes,

meeting or any other activity notices except in the event of a police emergency, e.g., floods,
civil disturbances, severe accidents, clear incapacitation of an officer exceeding 3 shifts of
work and unexpected resignation of an officer etc. Work schedules must be posted at least
fifteen (15) days in advance. Schedules shall not be change to avoid overtime, or to cover an

officer’s use of sick time unless for a police emergency as described in this provision.

2. Employees may switch with one another however, written approval by superior
officers for all switches must be obtained before switch is permitted and proper notification
must be made. This notice must remain on file. At no time will employees switching with
each other result in overtime or compensatory time payouts being made to either involved

individual.

B. 12 Hour Shifts
1. The Chief may elect a 12 or 8 hour schedule. If a 12 hour schedule is elected,

then the following provisions apply.

a. The Chief is allowed to determine start and stop times of the shift and

14




provide for overlap of police coverage.

. The schedule will be implemented with a 6 month trial period. The PD is
to produce a report about the effectiveness of the schedule after 90 days.
Around 120 days into the schedule the parties will meet to discuss any

issues or suggested improvements.

The following criteria will be utilized:

i. The average number of calls handled on a yearly, quarterly and monthly

ii.

basis
The number of summonses, vehicle stops, arrests, warrant services and
self-initiated calls generated and any other criteria necessary to assess

productivity
iti. The number/character of use of force incidents

iv. The number of motor vehicle, work accidents and workers compensation

claims

v. Incidents of tardiness and use of sick time

vi. The overtime impact

vii. The number and nature of internal affairs complaints
Time off requests (comp,) must be submitted 72 hours prior to the date
that the officer is requesting off. Requests for personal days may occur
less than 72 hours before a shift. Requests for Kelly Time hall be made
prior to the 15 of the prior month. Said requests shall be approved is
timely submitted. Requests after the 15® of the prior month shall be
approved at the discretion of the chief of police. Requests shall not be
denied if they do not result in the creation of overtime, Members shall be

able to request to use Kelly time up the start of their scheduled shift

provided it does not cause overtime.

15




d. A minimum of two (2) officers will be scheduled to work at all times.

¢. The scheduled work year shall be 2080 hours. Ofﬁce_rs assigned to the
12 hour schedule will be given approximately 104 to 116 hours of
additional leave to make up for the additional scheduled work, also
known as Kelly Time, which would otherwise require offices to work
approximately 42 hours per week. Each officer’s schedule will be
determined prior to the start of the year and a determination will be
made on how many hours each individual is owed based on the officer’s

yearly schedule.

An officer's annual allotment shall be credited to his/her account and
available for immediate use as of January 1 of each calendar year. Kelly
Time will be prorated should the individual leave before the end of a
| year. Kelly time shall be prorated for any leave of absence in excess of
30 calendar days whether FMLA or Workers Compensation. Kelly time
must be used by the year’s end and will not be carried over unless
approved by the Chief due to manpower issues. Officers shall schedule
their use of the Kelly time. Officers shall schedule a minimum of 96
hours of Kelly time each year. Supervisors will ensure that 24 hours of
Kelly time are used per quarter of the calendar year. Any unused Kelly

time in excess of the 96 hours will be cashed out at the end of the year.

16




f. The overtime list will be maintained as per the current contract terms,
however in the event of a shift shortage where no officer volunteers to
work the short shift, an officer will be ordered to work utilizing reverse
seniority. No officer shall exceed a 18 hour work day unless emergency

requires otherwise.

g. All current time banks will be converted into hours based on an 8 hour
conversion., Contractual vacation leave and sick leave shall be converted
based on 8 hours a day. Personal leave shall be (3}12 hour days or (4) 8
hour days. Bereavement shall be maintained in days for either 8 or 12
hour days. The parties intend to convert all existing time off to hours for
officers working that schedule. Thus, all paid leave "days" will be
converted to eight (8) hours. For example, 10 sick days equals 80 hours;
15 vacation days equals 120 hours, etc. Officers shall be permitted to
carry over cutrent amount of vacation time within the parameters as
stated in the present agreement, as converted into hours. All current
contractual time off for vacation, comp and sick time shall be placed in a
"bank" in the same manner as it is now, as converted to hours. This also

applies to any "sell back" hours (comp time) as well.

h. If an officer is assigned to a training program, a special unit training, or

instructing, the officer shall have the option of reporting to work at the

17




officer’s regularly scheduled start time, work and then attend
training/instructing and once completed return to work to satisfy the 12
hour shift. Alternatively, the officer can attend training or provide
instruction and subtract the remaining hours from the officer’s accrued
time off or Kelly timel bank. Any 8 hour training block or day that
occurs out of Atlantic County will be calculated as a full 12 hour day.
All training taking place in Atlantic County shall require the officer to

report back to work or utilize time off for the remainder of the day.

i. All holiday time afforded by the current collective bargaining agreement
shall be suspended if 12 hour shifts are utilized. Officers who work
Christmas, Thanksgiving, New Years, and Fourth of July shall receive
hour for hour compensatory time for each holiday.

j. Sick time is defined as 12 hours if 12 hour shifts are utilized.

k. Overtime shall be any work in excess of the scheduled tour of duty.

. Bereavement leave shall be day for day and not converted to hours.

m. The annual salaries in the salary be divided by 2080 to determine the

hourly rate. That base rate is used to calculate overtime at 1 2 times the

base rate.

18




ARTICLE VIIL

SALARIES AND COMPENSATION

A. Base Salary

The wage guide in effect during the term of this Agreement shall be as follows:
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Hired after July 1, 2020

2019 2020 2022 2023 2024

1 42,210.00 42,210.00 a2,21000] 4221000  42,21000] 42,210.00

2| 48,709.00 46,709.00 46,709.00f  46,709.00]  46,709.00 46,709.00

3] 51,200.00 51,200.00 51,209.000  51,209.00] 51,209.00{  51,209.00

4| 55,709.00 55,709.00 55,709.00]  55,709.00]  55,709.00] 55,709.00

5| 60,209.00 60,209.00 60,209.00]  60,209.00] 60,209.00] 60,209.00

6 64,709.00 64,710.00 64,711.00|  64,712.00] 64,713.00] 64,713.00

7 69,209.00 69,210.00 69,211,000 69,212.00] 69,213.00] 69,213.00

8l 74,208.00 74,210.00 7421100 7421200  74,213.00] 74,213.00

9l 79,209.00 79,210.00 79,212.00|  79,212.00]  79,213.00] 79,213.00

10] 8571800 85,719.00 85,720.00| 8572100  85722.00] 85722.00

n 89,147.00 89,147.00|  89,147.00]  89,147.00]  89,147.00

12 92,713.00  92,713.00]  95,000.00] 95,000.00

13 96,421 100,278.00] 104,289.12

Corporal|  87,190.00 90,677.60 94,.304.70]  98,076.89] 101,999.97| 106,079.97

Sergeant 93,700.40 97,448.47| 101,346.59)  105,400.31| 109,616.32
ist year
Sergeant

2nd year 96,723.20 100,592.23| 104,616.30]  108,800.66| 113,152.68

S;:ji:;‘tr 95,910.00 99,746.00 103,736.00| 107,886.00] 112,201.00{ 116,689.04

Lieutenant|  104,158.00 108,324.00 112,657.00] 117,164.00] 121,850.00] 126,724.00

"Hired prior to July 1, 2020 | _—

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

“1] 42,210.00 42,210.00 42,210.00]  42,210.00]  42,210.00] 42,210.00

2| 48,709.00 46,709.00 46,709.00|  46,709.00]  46,709.00] 46,709.00

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ 3| 51,200.00 51,209.00 51209.00] 51,209.00]  51,209.00] 51,209.00

4l 55,709.00 55,709.00 55709.00] 55709.00]  55709.00] 55,709.00

5| 60,209.00 60,209.00 60,200.00] 60,209.00]  60,209.00] 60,209.00

6| 64,709.00 64,710.00 64,711.00]  64,712.00] 64,713.00] 64,713.00

7| 69,209.00 69,210.00 69,211.00  69,212.00]  69,213.00{ 69,213.00

______ 8| 74,209.00 74,210.00 74.211.00]  74,212.00]  74,213.00] 74,213.00

9l 79,200.00 79,210.00 79,211.00] 79,212.00]  79,213.00] 79,213.00

10]  85,718.00 89,147.00 92,713.00]  96,421.00] 100,278.00] 104,289.12

Corporal|  87,190.00 90,677.60 94,304.70|  98,076.89] 101,999.97| 106,079.97

Sergeant 93,700.40 97,448.47| 101,346.59|  105,400.31| 109,616.32
1st year
Sergeant

2nd year 96,723.20 100,592.23| 104,616.30]  108,800.66| 113,152.68

5:5322: 95,910.00 99,746.00 103,736.00| 107,886.00] 112,201.00| 116,689.04

Lieutenant]  104,158.00 108,324.00 112,657.00] 117,164.00] 121,850.00| 126,724.00
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All officers employed by the Township as of January 1, 2016 shall receive wage
increases during the term of this Agreement as set forth on “Salary Schedule” attached
hereto and made a part hereof.

All amounts shall be prorated at a monthly rate for periods of less than one (1) year.

All employees eligible for a step shall receive a step on the employee’s anniversary
date.

DETECTIVE - $1,000 per year above officer’s rate for the duration of the assignment

to the Detective Bureau and pro-rated at a monthly rate for periods of less than one (1)
year.

Court Time

1. All employees mentioned in Article [ attending any court hearing or conference
stemming from a criminal or quasi-criminal matter arising out of the course of or in
connection with an employee's performance of duties as an officer of the Township,
shall be compensated at a minimum of three (3) hours call in pay at the employee’s

overtime rate for each attendance when the officer is not scheduled for duty.

Stand-By Time

1. = Stand-by time for all officers shall be compensated for fit a rate of one (1)
hour compensatory time for each hour of stand-by time or part thereof when the

officer is housebound due to importance of stand-by and must remain by phone.

2. All other standby time for all officers shall be compensated for a rate of one

(1) hour compensatory time for each three (3) hours of stand-by time or part thereof.

21



D. Recall to Duty

When an officer is recalled to duty, he/she shall be compensated from the lime
scheduled to report at a rate of one and one half (1 %2 ) pay or compensatory time at the

officer's discretion for a minimum of three (3) hours.

E. Pavchecks

I. All items on the paycheck shall be listed separately, such as overtime, dues,
pension, etc. All additional pay, excluding overtime, shall be paid in a separate

check.

2. All paychecks shall indicate the number of hours worked at straight time as well

as those worked overtime.

3. All overtime and/or detail pay shall be paid in the next possible paycheck or not later

than the following paycheck provided documentation is submitted in a timely manner.

F. Detective On-Call Time

Any officer requested/required by the Chief to be on-call to perform the duties of a

detective shall be compensated by receiving four (4) hours of compensatory time for each

month he shall be on-call.

22



ARTICLE IX
OVERTIME

Overtime

1. All time worked in excess of a regularly scheduled shift in one day shall be
compensated at a rate of one and one half (1'% ) time the regular base salary.
Compensation for overtime shall be in either pay or compensatory time at the officer's
discretion at a rate on one and one half-hour for one hour worked. All time worked in
excess of the regularly scheduled work period shall be compensated at a rate of one and
one half (1%4) the time worked and is to be computed as above and is to be

compensated in pay or compensatory time, at an officer's discretion.

2. The hourly rate for overtime shall be computed by dividing the base salary by

2080 and multiplying by 1.5.

3. The straight time rate of pay shall be computed by taking the base pay and

dividing by 2080.

Compensatory Time

1. When the officer works overtime, the choice of compensation, whether it be in

compensatory time at 1% times or in pay at 1% times, shall be his discretion.

23




2. Officers employed prior to January 1, 2003, who have in excess of 240 hours of
compensatory time accrued, shall be allowed to carry forward such time and utilize it at
their discretion. They shall receive overtime pay and not be entitled to receive
additional compensatory time until their accrued compensatory time falls below 240
hours a maximum of 240 hours at which time they may elect to receive compensatory

time in lieu of overtime pay up to a maximum of 240 hours.

3. Officers employed after January 1, 2003, shall not accrue more than 240 hours

of compensatory time.

4. Officers shall be allowed to sell back up to forty (40) hours of accumulated
compensatory time (earned at time and one-half) at the end of each calendar year
at the employee's straight rate of pay as of December 31 of that calendar year.
Such payment shall be made to the officer no later than the first pay period

following final adoption of the Township's budget.

5. The PBA agrees that no more than two (2) overtime shifts per calendar day
can be created by the use of comp time or vacation time. This does not include
overtime caused by sick time situations. The Chief shall have the discretion to

approve additional overtime shifts in excess of the two (2) per calendar day.

Overtime Scheduling
l. Distribution of overtime shall begin by seniority and rotate henceforth. If

an officer refuses overtime, his name shall be skipped and proceed to the next

senior man.

24




2. If an emergent situation arises and a shift is required to be filled (less than 24
hours notice), the officer on duty shall remain on duty to fill the vacancy for the first
half of the shift and shall be compensated at a rate of 1% times per Article IX,
Paragraph A. If the oncoming officer refuses or cannot be contacted, the officer on
duty shall remain on duty. Under no circumstances will the shift remain uncovered. If
there is more than twenty-four (24) hour notice that the shift will be vacant, Section C.1

shall be followed.

3. All time worked in excess of the normally scheduled workday shall be
compensated at 1% times the employee's salary in accordance with Article IX,

Paragraph A.

25




ARTICLE X

HOLIDAYS

A. Holiday pay has been eliminated through negotiations.

B. Any employee who actually works on New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence
Day, Labor Day, Veterans® Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day or Easter Sunday shall
receive compensatory time at one hour for one hour for all hours actually worked during that

day.
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ARTICLE X1

VACATIONS
A, 1. An employee shall be entitled to paid vacation in accordance with the following
schedule:
Completion of 1 year 1 scheduled work week
Completion of 2 years 2 scheduled work weeks
Completion of 3 years to 5 years 3 scheduled work weeks
Completion of 5 years to 10 years 4 scheduled work weeks
Completion of 10 years to 15 years 5 scheduled work weeks
Completion of 15 years 6 scheduled work weeks
2. For employees hired on or after January 1, 2016, an employee shall be entitled

to paid vacation in accordance with the following schedule:

Completion of 1 year I scheduled work week

Completion of 2 years 2 scheduled work weeks

Completion of 3 years to 5 years 3 scheduled work weeks

Completion of five years to 10 years 4 scheduled work weeks

Completion of 10 years + 5 scheduled work weeks
B. Vacations shall be based upon the completion of years if completed within the calendar
year. All vacations are to be taken during the calendar year when possible. Each officer will
be permitted to carry forward a maximum of the current year’s vacation and the total vacation
allocated for the immediate past year. On December 31% of the current year, all remaining
unused vacation time from the prior year will be lost. No compensation will be received for

this lost time. Upon termination, vacation time for the current year will be prorated from

January 1% of the departure year until the last scheduled payroll date.
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ARTICLE XII

SICK LEAVE

Employees Hired Prior to January 1, 2000

I. The Township recognizes that unlimited accumulation of Sick Leave and
Vacation time was a condition of employment for the Employees listed in Article 1. The
Township further agrees to grant the Employees listed in Article 1, unlimited sick leave

that will not be accumulated.

2. The Employees listed in Article [ agree to waive that condition of
employment with regard to Sick Leave and Vacation time and agree to freeze all
accumulated Sick Leave and Vacation Time up to and including the effective date

of this Agreement.

3. Should the Employee retire, the Employer agrees to continue the Employee's
bi-weekly pay as a terminal leave for the equivalent amount of time owed to the
Employee. An employee on terminal leave shall be carried on the Township's payroll
as an inactive employee for such period of terminal leave. He/she may only he allowed
to return to active duty with the Township at the sole discretion of the Township with
written approval of the Township. Except upon the express written approval and
consent of the Township, an employee on terminal leave may not return to active
service with the Township if the Township has hired a permanent replacement for the

employee on leave.
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4. Should the Employee leave employment or be terminated, the Employer agrees

to compensate the Employee, for all days frozen at the Employee's straight time rate of

pay.

5. Should the Employee become deceased while in direct employment or while on
terminal leave the Employer agrees to pay the Employee's next of kin or Estate one

lump sum following the Employee's death within the next thirty (30) days.

6. From date of hire to the completion of five (5) years, the employee shall be
assessed no more than three (3) days per year for days off due to illness or injury. Upon
completion of five (5) years, there shall be no loss of time or pay to the Employee for

days off duty due to illness or injury.

7. Any employee absent due to illness for more than three (3) consecutive days
shall provide the Township with a note from a certified physician identifying the

reason for the absence and a certification that the employee is able to return to work.

Emplovees Hired Between January 1, 2000 and December 31, 2015

Employees hired on or after January 1, 2000 in addition to his paid vacation, will

granted sick leave with pay of one (1) working day for every month of service during the first

calendar year of employment and fifteen (15) working days in every calendar year thereafter,

credited on January 1 of each calendar year. If any such employee requires none or only a

portion of such allowable sick leave for any calendar year, the amount of such leave not taken
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shall accumulate to his or her credit from year to year and such employee shall be entitled to
utilize such accumulated sick leave with pay as required. Sick days will not be accumulated for
the purposes of terminal leave and an employee shall not receive compensation for unused sick

leave at the time of termination of employment.

C. Emplovees Hired On and After January 1, 2016

Employees hired on or after January 1, 2016 in addition to his paid vacation, will
granted sick leave with pay of one (1) working day for every month of service during the first
calendar year of employment and twelve (12) working days in every calendar year thereafter,
credited on January 1 of each calendar year. If any such employee requires none or only a
portion of such allowable sick leave for any calendar year, the amount of such leave not taken
shall accumulate to his or her credit from year to year and such employee shall be entitled to
utilize such accumulated sick leave with pay as required. Sick days will not be accumulated for
the purposes of terminal leave and an employee shall not receive compensation for unused sick

leave at the time of termination of employment.

D. SICK LEAVE VERIFICATION/PROCEDURES

1. Sick leave is a benefit, and not a right. It is intended to be used for employee
illness, and not for vacation or for personal business and should be used only in cases
where the employee is ill and unable to work, or in cases of the serious illness of a

family member as specified in paragraph 2 below.
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2. Attending Medical Appointments During Work Hours.

An employee working may also use sick leave to attend to a doctor’s
appointment for personal medical needs or for the medical needs or care of the
employee’s spouse, civil union partner, child, parent or other person residing in the
officer’s home. In this event, a doctor’s note must be presented to the Chief upon
return to- work verifying the date and time of appointment and the officer’s attendance
at the appointment. To the extent possible, an employee shall schedule a doctor’s
appointment for the employee’s day off. If the employee intends to utilize sick leave
time to attend to a physician’s appointment, the employee shall notify the Chief as soon
as possible of the date and time of the appointment. To the extent possible, an
employee shall supply the Chief with notice of pre-scheduled doctor’s appointment by
the 15" of the month so it may be noted for scheduling purposes. An employee must
use sick time when attending a physician’s appointment for personal and/or family
medical needs and is not permitted to attend an appointment while on duty without
utilizing sick leave time. Employees shall be charged amount of sick leave necessary

to cover employee’s absence.

3. Any employee absent due to illness or injury for three (3) or more consecutive
working days shall provide the Township with a note from a certified physician
verifying that the employee’s absence is due to illness or injury and that the employee
is able to return to work. The Township may require proof of illness or injury of an
employee on sick leave, notwithstanding the limitation in the preceding sentence.

Abuse of sick leave shall be cause for disciplinary action. Any absence due to illness or
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injury without a physician’s note shall be deemed to be an “unexcused absence.” Any
employee with more than five (5) unexcused absences in any one calendar year shall
provide a physician’s note for each absence due to illness or injury for the remainder of
that calendar year. In the event the sick leave is being taken to help care for a seriously
ill family member, as specified in paragraph 2 above, a doctor’s verification for that
individual may be required. All physician’s notes shall be supplied to the Personnel

Coordinator with a copy to the Chief of Police.

4. In the event of any question concerning the above entitlement, or the ability of
the employee to return to duty, the Township may require the employee to be examined
at the expense of the Township by a physician designated by the Township. If the
employee has been cleared to return to duty by his personal physician but is still
required to attend an appointment with the Township physician, the employee shall not
be charged any leave time and shall be compensated for any time he would have been
regularly scheduled to work. Compensation shall be paid only if the Township
physician also clears the employee to return to duty. Otherwise, he shall be charged

sick leave time.
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ARTICLE XIII

LEAVES OF ABSENCE

Personal Leave

1. Each member of the Police Department mentioned in Article I shall be given
four (4) personal days for the calendar year to be taken at their discretion at any time
during the course of the calendar year. A minimum of four (4) hours notice is required

except in the case of emergency.

2. These four (4) days are assumed to be pro-rated each year with one day issued
per quarter. Should an employee leave the employment of the Township before the end
of the calendar year, he/she will only be compensated for personal days earned, but not

used. Should the employee have days not earned, is final compensation will reflect this.

Bereavement Leave

1. Members as mentioned in Article I shall be allowed five (5) work days time off,
to be used within fifteen (15) days of the date of death in case of death of the following:
mother, father, step-parent, grandmother, grandfather, spouse, civil union or domestic
partner, child, step-child, brother, sister, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law,
daughter-in-law, bother-in-law, sister-in-law, grandchild, grandparent-in-law or any

other person permanently residing in the member's home.
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2. For aunt, uncle, nephew, niece, and cousin of the first degree, date of burial

only.

3. Exception to the above may be made when the deceased is buried in another

city and the member is unable to return to duty in the amount of time granted.
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ARTICLE XIV

HEALTH INSURANCE AND MEDICAL BENEFITS

A, HEALTH INSURANCE

The Township shall provide comprehensive medical and health insurance for all
members of the bargaining unit through the New Jersey State Health Benefits Plan, under the
terms of the plan as it exists or as modiﬁed‘by the New Jersey State Health Benefits Plan (or
any other substantially equivalent health benefit plan), including any changes in co-pays or
deductibles that may be implemented by the New Jersey State Health Benefits Plan, for all
employees and eligible dependents covered by this Agreement. Employees shall only be
permitted to enroll in the type of coverage for which the employee is eligible. An employee
desiring to have coverage other than single coverage for all health insurance benefits must
produce evidence that he/she is the primary insurance provider for his/her dependents. If this
proof is not presented, the responsibility for health benefits for the individual by the Township
will be restricted to single coverage only. As soon as practicable after the signing of this
Agreement, the base plan to be offered to employees by the Township shall be the Direct 15
Plan. The Township shall continue to offer the Direct 10 Plan as well as others available
through the SHBP. If an employee selects a plan with a higher premium cost than the Direct 15
Plan, the difference in such premium shall be borne by the employee in equal payments
through payroll deductions so that the amount deducted is the difference in the policy divided

by the number of pay periods in a year.
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B. PRESCRIPTION PLAN

The Township presently provides a Co-Pay Prescription Plan for employees and
dependents through New Jersey State Health Benefits Plan, and shall continue to provide such
plan as the terms of that plan exist or as may be modified by the New Jersey State Health

Benefits Program including any changes in co-pays or deductibles.

C. DENTAL CARE

The Township presently provides a Dental Care Plan for employees and dependents
through New Jersey State Health Benefits Plan, and shall continue to provide such plan as the
terms of that plan exist or as may be modified by the New Jersey State Health Benefits

Program including any changes in co-pays or deductibles.

D. VISION CARE

The Township will continue to provide the Vision Care Plan for employees and

dependents through United Health Care.

E. CHANGE IN PLANS AND PROVIDERS

The Township may, at its option, change any of the existing insurance plans or carriers
providing the benefits so long as substantially equivalent benefits are provided to the
employees and their dependents. The Township further reserves the right, at its option, to self-
insure any of the plans or coverages so long as substantially equivalent benefits are provided to

the employees and their dependents. Prior notice must be made to the Union of any change.
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F. COST CONTRIBUTION

All employees shall pay a cost contribution for Health Insurance Plan coverages
according to the provisions of P.L. 2011, Chapter 78, Pension and Health Benefit Reform Law
adopted June 201 1. Payment shall be made by the way of withholdings from each employee’s
payroll checks. The Township shall maintain a Section 125 Plan and Flexible Spending

Account in accordance with the law.,

G. HEALTH INSURANCE UPON RETIREMENT
1. Any employee recognized in Article | and hired prior to January 1, 2000, who
retires after twenty-five (25) years of service in the Police and Firemen Retirement
System and twenty (20) years of service with the Township of Mullica or who is
granted a Disability Retirement Pension from the Police and Firemen Retirement
System shall retain and enjoy all medical, optical, dental, health and prescription

benefits.

2. Any employee recognized in Article I and hired on or after January 1, 2000,
who retires after twenty-five (25) years of service in the Police and Firemen Retirement
System and twenty-five (25) years of service with the Township of Mullica or who is
granted a Disability Retirement Pension from the Police and Firemen Retirement
System shall retain and enjoy all medical, optical, dental, health and prescriptions

benefits.

3. Any employee recognized in Article | hired subsequent to January 1, 2007, who

retires after twenty-five (25) years of service in the Police and Firemen Retirement
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System and twenty-five (25) years of service with the Township of Mullica or who is
granted a Disability Retirement Pension from the Police and Firemen Retirement
System shall retain and enjoy all medical, health and prescription benefits. Such
benefits shall be continually paid by the Township, subject to any contribution required

by Chapter 78 or any other state or federal law.

4. For employees who retire on or after January 1, 2016, all benefits received in
retirement shall be the benefits provided to current employees and not the benefits in
effect at the time of retirement. An employee shall not be permitted to add dependents
after the time of retirement unless the employee/retiree bears the full cost of the

additional premium cost at the group rate for the additional eligible dependent(s).

5. Any employee who retires effective January 1, 2016 or later shall not be entitled

to any reimbursement for Medicare premiums.

6. Any employee hired on or after January 1, 2016, shall not be entitled to retiree
health benefits provided and paid for by the Township upon their retirement as long as
they are eligible to enroll for and receive health insurance upon retirement under
Chapter 330 provisions. Should enrollment or eligibility under Chapter 330 provisions
either be not available or such enroliment or eligibility is prohibited by law or
regulation, then the Township shall provide employee with retiree health care as

provided for herein.
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7. Grandfathered Emplovees

The parties acknowledge and agree that Ptl. Trivelli, shall not be affected by
any
changes in the retiree health benefits article and shall receive retiree health benefits as

they appeared in the prior agreement.

The parties acknowledge and agree that Matron Murray shall be eligible to

receive Medicare reimbursement in retirement for herself, only.
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ARTICLE XV

COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

Any officer who shall suffer from any communicable disease, e.g.: Hepatitis A,
Hepatitis B, AIDS, etc., shall be treated with the assumption that the disease was contacted
in and during the performance of duty. Incident repofts may be required to validate the claim.
This assumption may be challenged and rebutted if the Employer provides evidence to the

contrary.
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ARTICLE XVI

CLOTHING ALLOWANCE

A. Each member shall receive $1,000.00 per year for the purpose of maintaining their
police uniforms and for the purchase of new, police clothing. Two payments shall be made
for police clothing, and uniform maintenance. The first payment of $500.00 will be made the
first pay period of April. The second payment of $500.00 will be made the first pay period of

September.

B. Clothing destroyed or damaged in the line of duty shall be replaced or repaired at the
Employer's expense. The replacement of personal effects such as watches, jewelry, etc. shall be
covered up to $100.00 per incident. Personal items such as glasses will be fully reimbursable.
The reimbursable amount shall not exceed the original purchase price of the item being
replaced. A report of such damage or loss must be submitted at the time of the occurrence,

signed by the shift commander.

C. The Township agrees to provide each newly hired employee with an initial issue of
uniforms complete with required patches and insignia, leather and web gear, body armor,
and necessary equipment listed below, which shall be developed between the parties. The
uniform issue includes a summer uniform, including short-sleeved shirts, without a tie,
which wii.l be worn during the summer months or at any other time deemed appropriate at
the discretion of the Chief of Police. Each employee is responsible to maintain in
serviceable condition the number and type of uniforms listed below. Items listed below that

are damaged beyond repair shall be replaced by the Township.
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Each newly hired employee shall be provided with an initial issue of the following:

1 Class A Hat and badge

1 Class A Pant

I Class A long sleeve shirt

I Class A duty belt, compiete

1 Tie & Tack

I Pair of Class A shoes

1 Sam Brown Belt

I Badge

1 Name Plate

1 Class B Basebali Cap

2 Class B Long Sleeve Shirts

2 Class B Short Sleeve Shirts

1 Class B Duty Belt, complete

2 Pairs of Class B Pants

1 Pair of Class B Boots

1 Rain Jacket

1 Winter Jacket (same jacket for Class A and B)
2 Class C Polo Shirts short sleeve
1 Traffic Safety Vest

1 Wool Knit Cap

It is understood that the department supplies a bullet proof vest, firearm, appropriate
amount of magazines, OC spray, expandable baton, radio, handcuffs and any other
equipment that is or becomes necessary to carry on the uniform in order to perform
normal operations.
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ARTICLE XVII

ADDITIONAL EXPENSES AND REIMBURSEMENT

A. The Employer agrees to pay reasonable costs of meals and lodging when incurred

while on office business outside of the Township.

B. The Employer agrees to pay the maximum per mile amount allowed by the IRS and

tolls when the officer's personal vehicle is used for official police business providing

permission is granted, in advance, by the Chief of Police.

C. Payment for the above expenses will be made upon presentation of receipts for all

incurred allowable expenses.

D. [f the Township requires/requests its officers to take a physical fitness test, any

officer who passes such test shall receive a payment of $200.00.
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ARTICLE XVIII

OTHER EMPLOYMENT

A. Employees shall be entitled to engage in any lawful activity and obtain any lawful work
while off-duty, providing same does not interfere or conflict with his responsibilities and duties
as a police officer. All outside employment will require a letter being kept on file in the Police
Department identifying the nature of the outside employment, the employer's name and the

time period(s) that will be worked.

B. All such outside employment will require the advanced approval of the Chief who
shall solely make the determination of whether such other employment interferes or

conflicts with his/her responsibilities and duties as a police officer.
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ARTICLE XTX

SENIORITY AND REDUCTION IN FORCE

A, In the event of a Reduction in Force/Layof¥, the Township shall implement and abide

by the following procedures:

1. Seniority for purposes of a reduction in force/layoff is defined as total service
by appointed officers in the Township in any position (s) covered by this Agreement.
An appointed officer shall lose all accumulated seniority only if he/she resigns or is

discharged for cause.

2. In the event or a reduction in force/layoff, officers shall be laid off in the reverse
order of total seniority of all officers in the Police Department. Any employee laid off
shall remain on a recall roster for a period of five (5) years from the date of layoff.

Recalls shall be based on a total seniority in the Police Department.

3. In the event that, within five (5) years of an officer’s layoff, a vacancy/opening
occurs in the Police Department and is covered by this Agreement, a laid-off employee
shall be entitled to a one time recall thereto in order of total seniority and shall be

reinstated and credited with all prior seniority.
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4. The Township shall formally notify the PBA of its intention to possibly
reduce force or institute layoffs at least ninety (90) days prior to submission of the

annual budget.

5. Demotions
In the event of a demotion in rank, the Township shall implement and abide by

the following procedures:

a. Seniority for purposes of a demotion in rank is defined as total service in
rank by appointed police officers in the Township in any position(s) covered by
this Agreement, An appointed officer shall lose all accumulated seniority only if

he/she resigns or is discharged for cause.

b. In the event of a demotion in rank, officers shall be demoted in the
reverse order of total seniority of all officers within a specific rank in the Police
Department. Any employee demoted shall be placed on a recall roster in the
event an opening in the officer’s prior rank occurs. Recalls shall be based on

total seniority by rank in the Police Department.

c. In the event that, a vacancy/opening occurs in the rank held by the

demoted officer and is covered by this Agreement, a demoted officer shall be

entitled to be re-assigned to that rank and position based on total seniority in
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that rank and shall be reinstated to that rank and credited with all prior

seniority.

d. The Township shall formally notify the PBA of its intention to possibly
demote any officers at least ninety (90) days prior to the submission of the

annual budget.

6. The Township agrees that upon notification as per Section 4 above, it shall

discuss that matter fully with the PBA and its representatives. Such discussions shall

commence no later than two (2) weeks following such notification.
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ARTICLE XX

RETENTION OF BENEFITS

A. Except as otherwise provided herein, all rights privileges and benefits which the
member of the PBA as mentioned in Article 1 of this Agreement have heretofore enjoyed in the
past and are presently enjoying, shall be maintained and continued by the Employer at not less

than the highest standards in effect during the life of this Agreement.
B. The provision of all Township Ordinances and Resolutions, except as specifically

modified herein, shall remain in full force and effect during the term of this Agréement, and

shall be incorporated in this Agreement as if set forth herein at length.
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ARTICLE XXI1

NO-STRIKE CLAUSE

Al The PBA covenants and agrees that during the term of this Agreement neither the PBA
nor any person acting in its behalf will cause, authorize or support, not will any of its members
take part in any strike (i.e., the concerted failure to report for duty, or concerted willful absence
of a police officer from his duties of employment), work stoppage, slowdown, walk-out or any
other method which would interfere with police service to the public. The PBA agrees that

such action would constitute a material breach of this Agreement.

B. In the event of a strike, slowdown, walk-out or job action as defined in Section A, it is
covenanted and agreed that participation in any such activity by any PBA member shall be
deemed grounds for disciplinary action which may include possible termination of

employment of such employee or employees.

C. Nothing contained in this Agreement shall be construed to limit or restrict the
Township in its right to seek and obtain such judicial relief as it may be entitled to have in law
or in equity fur injunction or damages, or both, in the event of such breach by the PBA or its

members.
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ARTICLE XXII

SAVINGS CLAUSE

In the event any Federal or State legislation, Governmental Regulation or Court
Decision causes any Article of the Agreement or part thereof to become invalid, illegal or

unlawful, all other Articles and Sections not affected shall remain in full force and effect, and

the parties shall re-negotiate any Articles affected.
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ARTICLE XXIII

DURATION OF AGREEMENT

A. This Agreement shall be in full force and effect from January 1, 2020, until

midnight, December 31, 2024.

B. The parties agree that negotiations for a successor agreement modifying, amending, or
ring the terms and provisions of this Agreement shall commence no later than one hundred
twenty (120) days prior to the date on which this collective bargaining Agreement is to expire.
At least three (3) negotiation sessions must take place before either party can file for Interest
Arbitration with the Public Employment Relations Commission (PERC). The terms of this
Agreement and all practices shall remain in full force and effect until said successor agreement

is reached.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have hereto affixed their signatures on this

l) day of .g”/”/ ,2021.
\-o-l
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FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF MULLICA FOR MAINLAND PBA #77
(Mullica Twp.)

jKjLUUi\LM Al OAMMA_,

Kristi Hanselmann, May

0(@; QQ/\QM

ATTESTED: & 6 Chris Silva, Shop Steward
Kimberly Johnson
Township Clerk / ]

Paul Sdrraf, $kop Steward

PBA Negotiations Committee.

Ryan Spencer
Jake O’Hara
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